
4 4 TUESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2017 TIMES of MAlTA

NATIONAL

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

IVAN CAMILLERI

NineWboreholes,WbothWonWlandWandWonWthe
seabedWbetweenWMaltaWandWGozo,Wshould
establishWaWclearerWpictureWofWwhereWthe
routeWofWanWundergroundWtunnelWbetween
theWtwoWislandsWcouldWeventuallyWbeWdug.
Ċorks,WtechnicallyWdescribedWasW‘inves-

tigativeWcoring’,WareWcurrentlyWbeingWcon-
ductedWbyWItalianWfirmWGeotecWSpa,Wwhich
wonWaW)751,000WtenderWissuedWbyWtheWgov-
ernment.WAccordingWtoWinformationWgiven
toWPNWMPWChrisWSaidWbyWTransportWMinister
IanWBorg,WtheWcoringWtestsWconcernWMellieħa
andW�irkewwaWinWMaltaWandWGhajnsielem
andWNadurWinWGozo,WwhileWtwoWboreholes
areWbeingWdugWinWtheWMalta-GozoWstrait.
SourcesWsaidWthatWtheWcoresWwillWtestWthe

strengthWofWtheWgeologyWofWtheWrock.WMany
moreWstudiesWwouldWbeWneededWasWthese
areWstillWconsideredWtoWformWaWpreliminary
phaseWofWtheWproject.
AWMalta-GozoWpermanentWlinkWhasWbeen

longWonWtheWpoliticalWagendaWwithWmany
governmentsWpromisingWtoWstudyWvarious
options,WparticularlyWaWbridgeWorWanWunder-
groundWtunnel.
AlthoughWuntilWaWfewWyearsWago,WtheWcosts

toWconstructWsuchWaWmega-projectWwere
prohibitiveWwhenWcomparedWtoWtheWsizeWof
theWMalteseW economy,W technologyW has
advancedWsignificantlyWinWrecentWyears

pushingWtheWcostsWofWsuchWaWproject,Wpar-
ticularlyWaWtunnel,WsignificantlyWdown.
ConstructionWcostsWforWsuchWaWproject

wouldWstillWrunWintoWhundredsWofWmillionsWof
eurosWandWtakeWmanyWyearsWtoWbeWcomplete.
BothWmajorWpoliticalWpartiesWpromisedWthe
tunnelWprojectWinWtheirWelectoralWmanifesto.
TheWlatestWinitiativeWonWtheWpossibilityWto

putWinWplaceWaWpermanentWlinkWbetweenWthe
twoWislandsWwasWstartedWbyWGozoWMPWChris

SaidWwhenWheWwasWaWministerWinWtheWlastWPN
administration.WTheWideaWwasWcontinued
byW theW LabourW administrationW when
returnedWtoWpowerWinW2013.
AtWfirst,WLabourWconsideredWaWbridge

insteadWofWaWtunnelWandWcommissionedWa
ChineseWStateWentityWtoWcarryWoutWtheWnec-
essaryWstudies.
However,WlaterWonWinWtheWlegislature,

PrimeWMinisterWJosephWMuscatWsaidWthe

focusWwillWbeWonWaWtunnelWandWbeforeWthe
electionWevenWsuggestedWthatWthisWproject
couldWbeWcompletedWinWsevenWyears.
AccordingWtoWaWrecentWstudy,W82WperWcent

ofWGozitansWareWinWfavourWofWtheWtunnelWand
13WperWcentWagainst.
€oungWpeopleWwereWmostlyWinWfavour,Wthe

elderlyWgenerallyWagainst.W
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Tunnel boreholes to clear
picture on Malta-Gozo link

wasWnotWcompatibleWwithWaW fall
fromWaWheight.WAnWautopsyWcon-
cludedW thatW MrW MansholtW had
beenWdeadWforWaroundWaWweek.WThe
causeW ofW death,W however,W was
neverWestablished.
AutopsiesWcarriedWoutWinWMalta

andWGermanyWconcludedWthatWhe
hadWsufferedWnoWbrokenWbones,
whichWexcludesWtheWpossibilityWof
aWfall.
AccordingWtoWaWreportWbyWthe

MedicalWYniversityWofWHanover,
MrWMansholt’sWbodyWwasWdevoid
ofWtheWheart,Wbrain,WneckWorgans,
lungs,Wliver,Wpancreas,Wadrenal
glands,W theW rightW kidney,W the
bladder,W theW stomachW andW the
smallWintestine.
TheWonlyWorgansWfoundWinside

MrWMansholt’sWbodyWwereWhisWleft
kidney,Wdiaphragm,WspleenWand
largeWintestine,WtheyWsaid.
InWtheWcriminalWcomplaintWfiled

throughWhisWlawyers,W
eronique
DalliWandWDeanWHili,WBerndtWMan-
sholtWtoldWPoliceWCommissioner
LawrenceWCutajarWthatWtheWexpla-
nationWfromWtheWMalteseWcourt
expertW hadW notW beenW corrobo-
ratedWbyWtheWfindingsWofWtheWsec-
ondWautopsy.W
TheWmedico-legalWexpertWapp-

ointedW byW theW MalteseW courts,
MarioWScerri,WtoldWtheWfatherWthat
hisW son’sW organsW hadW been

attackedWbyWrodentsWandWthatWthe
brainWhadWliquefied.
“ThisWisWhighlyWunlikely,Wgiven

theWfactWthatWthereWwereWnoWexter-
nalWmarksWonWtheWcorpseWcorrobo-
ratingWsuchWaWstatementWbyWthe
threeWforensicWexpertsWwhoWcar-
riedWoutWtheWsecondWautopsyWin
	ldenburg,”WtheWfatherWwroteWin
hisWcomplaint.W
ThereW wasW noW evidenceW of

rodentWbites,WexceptWforWaWbiteWon
theWneckWandWanWabrasionWonWthe
forearm.WNorWwasWthereWanyWevi-
denceWthatWtheWcorpseWhadWbeen
invadedWbyWrodentsWorWanimals,Whe
pointedWoutWinWcommentsWtoWthe
Times of Malta.
“ItWwouldWappearWthatWfalseWdec-

larationsWwereWmadeWandWthatWthe
organsWofWhisWdeceasedWsonWwere

stolenWfromWtheWcorpse,Wperhaps
disposedWofWwithoutWtheWconsent
ofWtheWfamily,WparticularlyWsince
theWexplanationWbeingWtendered
toWourWclientWdoesWnotWaddWup,”
BerndtWMansholt’sWlawyersWwrote
inWtheWcomplaint.W

TheyWsaidWtheirWclientWhadWnot
beenWgivenWanyWinformationWby
theWMalteseWauthorities.
EvenWtheWautopsyWreportWthatWhe

wasWgivenWwasWblank,WwhileWthe
caseWfileWheWobtainedWthroughWoffi-
cialW channelsW wasW incomplete,
withW missingW documentsW and
missingWphotographsWofWtheWdis-
coveryWofWtheWbody.W
TheWfamilyWwantWtheWpoliceWto

investigateWtheWcourtWexpertW in
termsWofWanWarticleWinWtheWcriminal
codeWwhichW dealsWwithW anyone
whoWsuppressesWorWinWanyWotherW
mannerWdestroysWorWaltersWanyWcir-
cumstantialWevidenceWrelatingWto
anWoffence.W
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MuscatW�il-KoħħuFWsaidWthisWwasWgroundsWforWrecusal,WpromptingWan
instantWretortWfrom lawyerWJasonWAzzopardi,WappearingWparte civile for
theWCaruanaWGaliziaWfamily.WAWfired-upWDrWAzzopardiWsaidWthat,Waccording
toWcourtWrules,WtheWcompilationWofWevidenceWagainstWtheWthreeWmenWhad
toWbeginWwithinW30WdaysWofWthemWbeingWfirstWcharged.
DefenceWlegalWaidWlawyerWMartinW(enech,Whowever,WinsistedWonWthe

importanceWofWjusticeWnotWonlyWbeingWdone,WbutWbeingWseenWtoWbeWdone.WW
TheWthreeWmenWwere chargedWwithWmurder,WandWaWseriesWofWother

offencesWsuchWasWformingWpartWofWanWorganisedWcrimeWgang,WonWDecember
5.WCourtWrulesWdictateWthatWtheWcompilationWofWevidenceWagainstWthem
mustWbeWcompletedWbyWJanuaryW�WifWtheyWareWnotWtoWbeWunconditionally
dischargedWandWletWoffWtheWhook. AccordingWtoWMalteseWlaw,WonlyWtheWPres-
identWcanWextendWthatW30-dayWtimeframe.  
ReadingWfromWaWpreparedWstatement,WDrWAzzopardiWsaidWaWmother,Wa

wife,WaWdaughter,WandWaWjournalistWhadWbeenWkilledWinWthisW“terrorist
attack”WandWurgedWtheWcourtWnotWtoWbeW“manipulated”WbyWthoseWwho
wouldWseekWtoWevadeWjustice.
ButWtheWmagistrate,WcitingWEuropeanWCourtWofWHumanWRightsWjudg-

ments,WsaidWherWrecusal wouldWnotWjeopardiseWtheWcase.  
PrimeWMinisterWJosephWMuscatWsaidWearlierWthatWheWwasWconfidentWthat

theWChiefWJusticeWandWtheWcourtWadministrationWwouldWnotWallowWtheWcase
toWcollapseWonWaWtechnicality.
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Mike Mansholt, found dead at 17.

“The explanation
being tendered to
our client does
not add up”

The boreholes will test the strength of
the rock both on land and the seabed.
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